
The AKC Museum of the Dog has opened to a 
resounding success with overflow crowds greeting us 
the first few weekends. It has been a long and arduous 
road in getting the museum from St. Louis and up and 
running in New York. Hat’s off to the staff members in 
both locations for their conscientious and hard work.

The response to our move has been overwhelming. To 
date, we have had over 1,300 news articles about the 
Museum published in 12 languages. The museum has 
proven to be a popular destination for families with 
children of all ages. Perhaps the most pleasant surprise 
is the interest in our 4,000+ volume library and activity 
center. It is regularly packed with patrons either reading books or engaging in puz-
zles and art making. Our programming is also underway, and we have already hosted 
book signings, seeing eye dogs in training, films, and dog training demonstrations. 
               Continued on Page 7
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The AKC Museum of the Dog welcomes 
Ms. Carol O’Brien to the Board of Directors!  
Carol O’Brien graduated from Cornell University 
with majors in English and Art History, and 
completed graduate courses at the Johnson
Graduate School of Management at Cornell. Prior 
to establishing a development consulting firm, 
Carol O’Brien Associates, Inc., she served as the 
Director of University Development for Cornell. 
She has spoken at several conferences, written 
several articles regarding development, and is a 
frequent resource for philanthropic media. She has 
served on the Board of the Friends of the Nasher 
Museum of Art at Cornell University, and on several 
boards for research in canine health. 
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Outside the AKC Museum of the Dog 
on Park Avenue, commuters rush to 
meet their trains as office workers 
head home from work. The Museum 
is starting to wind down, closing for 
the day at 5:00 pm. Inside the first 
floor gallery, a painting depicts a 
slightly different version of New York 
City at dusk, in which a bright blue 
sky fades into the city skyline, crisply 
contrasted with the green and gold 
leaves of Central Park in early fall. 
Tiny figures and their dogs bustle 
around the Grand Plaza Hotel. A clos-
er inspection of the figures reveals a 
sea of smiling faces, an idyllic New 
York landscape of people and the 
dogs they love. This painting is aptly 
titled Dog Walking in Central Park, by 
artist Kathy Jakobsen. 

Born in 1952, Jakobsen’s art is in-
cluded in many museums’ permanent collections in addition to the Museum of the Dog, such 
as the Smithsonian Institute in Washington DC, the Museum of American Folk Art, and the New 
York City Transit Museum. She has published and illustrated several critically acclaimed books 
including My New York. In her paintings, Jakobsen crafts a gentler version of New York City. In 
an interview with Country Home Magazine, Jakobsen stated “my paintings and books don’t have 
sad people in them because I want to promote joy and harmony. I have to do whatever I can 
from right here in my studio to help make this a better world.” This philosophy is strongly reflect-
ed in this painting. The comfort and joy that it evokes is infectious. Examining the meticulously 
painted bricks of the Plaza Hotel feels almost meditative, as it becomes clear each detail was 
crafted with care. 

Although the New York City presented in this painting is rendered in vibrant and fantastical col-
ors, it is firmly grounded in reality. This painting is populated by the important people, places, 
and dogs of the man it was painted in honor of, Dr. Robert Bishop. A dog fancier and breeder 
of Doberman Pinschers and Manchester Terriers, Bishop was also deeply dedicated to the arts. 
Bishop provided immense support to the Museum of the Dog over the years, when it first began 
in New York City as well as during the relocation to St. Louis and beyond. He also served as the 
director of the Museum of American Folk Art for fourteen years until his death in 1991. After his 
death, his friends and colleagues Do Dillon McLaughlin and Dorothy Welsh decided to honor his 
memory by commissioning a piece from Kathy Jakobsen. 
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The painting is dotted with mementos to Bishop, filling the piece with bits of history that reflect 
his contributions to both the dog world and the art world. On the bustling streets of this bright 
New York City, Dobermans and Manchester Terriers are lead by their happy owners, a tribute 
to Bob’s preferred breeds. The likenesses of real dogs are included this crowd - Jakobsen even 
snuck in her own childhood dog, Tippy. Taxis are adorned with names of people and places that 
were relevant to Bob’s life, including the former AKC Offices (“A.K.C., 51 Madison Ave., NY, NY”), 
the name of Bishop’s champion Doberman “Rocky,” and tributes to Bob’s friends and colleagues 
that were important to him, such as the taxi that reads “Dorothy Welsh – Wheaton Kennel Club.” 
Dorothy Welsh herself can be seen exiting the Grand Plaza Hotel, the centerpiece of the paint-
ing’s composition. A flag waves from the Hotel’s entrance bearing the former logo of the Muse-
um of the Dog. 

One such taxi bears the name “Mari-Beth 
O’Neil” alongside the name “Cheddar,” cir-
cled in red on the left. Mari-Beth was Bob’s 
partner in breeding Manchester terriers, 
along with her father. Cheddar was co-
owned by Bishop and O’Neil and went on 
to become their top producing Manchester 
Terrier. O’Neil is currently the Vice President 
of Sport Services at the AKC, and she speaks 
fondly of her time with Dr. Bishop and the 
painting.

“[This piece] is very significant to me, as it 
depicts the times we shared in New York 
together” she states.

This piece is a celebration of Bob Bishop’s life. Although it is a deeply personal piece, its im-
mense detail, bright colors, and pleasant atmosphere draw viewers into the space its created, 
even if they know nothing about Dr. Bishop’s story. The details of the piece draw viewers in to 
explore this kinder, more harmonious version of NYC. In a way, this painting is also a represen-
tation of the history of the Museum of the Dog, some of its key players, and its move away from 
and back to New York City. Without Dr. Bishop and his colleagues, the Museum may not be 
where it is today. 

- Jeana Wunderlich, Executive Administrator

Become a Member of MoD!
By becoming a member of the AKC Museum of the Dog, you not only gain access to many unique benefits, 
but you also help us continue to enrich the human-canine bond by supporting our special exhibitions, edu-
cational outreach, and public programs while preserving the Museum’s world-class collections of canine art. 
Basic memberships start at $60 for individuals and $95 for family/dual memberships. Benefits include unlimit-
ed admission, a 15% discount at the Museum store, admission to members-only events, and more! 
To become a member of The AKC Museum of the Dog, go to www.museumofthedog.org today!
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MEET THE STAFF

Emily Brostek, Manager of Educational Programs
Emily Brostek develops and facilitates programming for visitors of all ages 
and backgrounds to enjoy as the Museum’s Manager of Educational Pro-
grams. She has experience in fine arts and museums from her work in 
curatorial, education, and development positions throughout her career. 
Brostek is a devoted football fan of her alma mater, Penn State University, 
where she studied History and Classics and Ancient Mediterranean Studies. 
She is published as a co-curator for RISE. at Seton Hall University’s Walsh 
Gallery, during which time she earned her MA in Museum Professions. 

Alan Fausel, Exective Director
Alan Fausel brings with him over 30 years of art-world experience as a 
scholar, curator, and appraiser. His curatorial career began at the Fine Arts 
Museums of San Francisco in the department of European Sculpture and 
Decorative Art. He was then appointed curator of the Frick Art Museum 
in Pittsburgh. He has been with the auction houses Butterfields in San 
Francisco and Doyle and Bonhams in New York since 1990. Mr. Fausel has 
been a regular on the paintings table of ANTIQUES ROADSHOW since the 
series' first season in 1997. He taught at New York University in the Gradu-
ate School of Arts Education from 1999-2017. He is a frequent lecturer to 
groups including the Appraiser's Association of America. 

Jeana Wunderlich, Exective Administrator
Originally from Connecticut, Jeana Wunderlich earned her BA in Studio Art 
and Arts Administration from Drew University and an MA in Museum 
Studies from Johns Hopkins University. She has done administrative and 
educational work in museums and fine arts organizations across the 
country, including the Visual Arts Center of New Jersey in Summit, NJ, the 
Ox-Bow School of Art and Artists’ Residency in Saugatuck, MI, and 
Westchester Community College Center for the Arts in White Plains, NY. 

Molly Marcotte, Manager of Membership and Visitor Experience
Bringing her background in fundraising and donor relations to this role at 
organizations like Sesame Workshop and Boston Children’s Hospital, Molly 
Marcotte ensures that each and every person’s visit to the AKC Museum of 
the Dog is the best it can possibly be.  Molly oversees the Membership pro-
gram, retail, admissions, event rentals and other revenue generating opera-
tions for the Museum. She received her BA in Economics from Pace Univer-
sity but considers herself a perpetual student in the school of life.  When she 
is not contemplating what to name her future dog, Molly enjoys cooking, 
brewery hopping and improv.
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LIBRARY AND ARCHIVES
Brynn White, Archivist- Brynn White holds a Masters degree in Library Science from the City Universi-
ty of New York. She has previously worked with collections at the New-York Historical Society, New York 
Society Library, and Louis Armstrong House Museum. She and her childhood Welsh Terrier appear in 
murals painted by her mother in the children’s room of her local library in Louisville, Kentucky.
Joshua Coty, Assistant Librarian - Joshua Coty is the Assistant Librarian at the American Kennel Club 
and the Museum of the Dog.  Past experience includes work at the Whitney Museum of American Art 
and the Solomon R. Guggenheim Museum library and archives.  Specializing in born digital records and 
rare books and manuscripts, he’s excited to help the AKC’s rich collections reach a whole new audience.  
When he’s not working in the library you can find him hiking or curled up at home with a Shirley Jackson 
novel.

AKC STAFF
The move to New York City was successful thanks in large part to our friends at the AKC.

The Museum of the Dog would like to thank the following teams in particular for 
their hard work and dedication to the Museum: 

COMMUNICATIONS
Brandi Hunter, Vice President of Public Relations and Communications

Jessica D’Amato, Senior Public Relations Manager
Samantha Seymour, Club Communications Manager

Giselle Castro, Communications Coordinator
Sarah Bank, Communications Coordinator

Alaina Caraballo, Communications Coordinator
Romie DeCosta, Video Editor

David Woo, Multimedia Specialist

DEVELOPMENT
Stephanie Piechowiak, Executive Director of Development and Fundraising - 
Stephanie Piechowiak brings a wealth of experience from her former positions with the American Red 
Cross, Big Brothers Big Sisters of America, the YMCA, the Solomon R. Guggenheim Museum, and as a 
consultant with clients including the American Heart Association, LIVESTRONG and Nationwide Chil-
dren’s Hospital.  She holds a Masters in Public Administration from Villanova University and now teaches 
students in the same program about nonprofit management and fundraising best practices.  She enjoys 
Broadway shows, traveling and being with her family and their Labrador Retriever, Sabbath. 
Ellen PutneyMoore, Individual and Foundation Relations Manager - Ellen PutneyMoore has a 
diverse background that includes working in various service management capacities at The Metropolitan 
Opera, TABB Group and AKRF, and is even a former opera singer.  She hails from Michigan and earned 
a Masters degree from the New England Conservatory of Music. She has a passion for fashion and is 
known for her distinctive jewelry collection.  The only thing she loves more is her Cavalier King Charles 
Spaniel, Sydney, after the famed Sydney Opera House.

If you are inereted in donating to the Museum of the Dog, please contact the development team 
at donorrelations@akc.org! 
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Celebrate Fleet Week and kick off Memorial Day Weekend with Sawyer the Seadog!

Join us May 24 for a special MoD Memorial Day celebration! Meet Sawyer the Seadog from 
the National Museum of the U.S. Navy to learn about the roles of dogs throughout naval 

and military history. 
Check out Sawyer on Instagram @Sawyer_the_Seadog

The AKC Museum of the Dog is now open!!

On February 8, 2019, the Museum of the Dog held its Grand Opening and ribbon cutting ceremony, officially 
marking its return to New York City. That night, the Museum hosted a sold-out Theater Benefit, during which 
donors enjoyed a night out to see a Broadway Show and returned to 
the Museum for cocktails and dinner. 

On Sunday, February 10, the Museum was honored to host an Artful 
Brunch for members. Over 500 people attended the brunch and were 
able to experience the Museum first hand during its innagural days. 
Thank you to all who attended and all who came out to visit us during 
our opening weekend! We cannot express how grateful we are to 
have your support. 

The AKC Museum of the Dog was also fortunate enough to host this 
year’s delegate reception for AKC parent clubs. On Monday, March 11, 
MoD had 300 delegates experience the Museum.  

Community Wall Highlights

At the Museum of the Dog, we want to 
feature all artists who come and visit us!

Those who create work in at the Activity 
Table are featured on our Community 

Wall and the Community Wall Instagram. 
Recognizing artists of all ages, the Com-

munity Wall is for everyone who 
loves art and loves dogs! 

Follow us on Instagram 
@mod_communitywall 

PROGRAMS AND EVENTS
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On a fateful day in 1917, a stray dog dog wandered into the campus 
of Yale University, which was then being used as a training camp for 
World War I soldiers. It was there he was found by Private J. Robert 
Conroy and christened “Stubby,” in honor of his short tail. Stubby 
quickly became the mascot for the 102nd infantry, 26th Yankee Divi-
sion.
Though animals were not permitted in the camp, Stubby had such 
a positive effect on morale he was allowed to stay. Conroy taught 
Stubby a variety of commands, including his own canine version of a 
military salute. When the division shipped off to France, Stubby was 
smuggled aboard. Again, though animals were not permitted, Stub-
by won over Private Conroy’s commanding officer by giving him his 
signature salute. 
After arriving in France, Stubby served in 17 battles with his division 
as their official mascot. When his division was ambushed one early 
morning by a gas launch Stubby detected the scent of the gas and 
began rousing the soldiers by barking fractically, saving many people 
from being injured. On many occaisions, Stubby would locate wound-
ed soldiers in the trenches and alert paramedics. Stubby even cap-
tured a German spy! The enemy soldier was attempting to map out 
Allied trenches, but was caught 
by Stubby who barked to alert 

his division and bit the German soldier’s legs to trip him and 
prevent escape. For this achievemet, Stubby was given a 
promotion to Sergeant by the commander of the 102nd infantry, 
becoming the first dog to be given rank in the US Armed Forces. 

The Museum of the Dog is honored to add a sculpture of Stubby to 
our collection (pictured above). Created by renowned artist Susan 
Bahary, the Museum will be unveiling the sculpture as a part of this 
year’s Memorial Day celebrations. Join us on Thursday, May 23 at 
10:30 am to honor this canine hero and all military vets and
 service dogs! 
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New to the collection:

Sgt. Stubby, the country’s first dog of service

Note from the Director, Continued 
We are welcoming new and returning members every day and the museum shop has been so popular we can 
hardly keep stock on the shelves. 

This month we are introducing our wholly revamped website which will allow you to plan your visit in advance 
by purchasing tickets online. One can become a member or donate to the museum there as well. It will also 
keep you advised as to upcoming exhibitions and programs, and you can even search the collection online. 

Finally, as a subscriber you will be receiving a link to our quarterly newsletter “Arty Says” which is hosted on 
the website. The newsletter will give you up to date happenings at the museum as well as interesting and 
informative articles about pieces in the collection. 

If you have not already done so we encourage you to stop by the museum or make plans to visit when you are 
next in the city. Those of you who have been here know how special it is. For those yet to come we hope to 
entertain, educate and perhaps even surprise you. We look forward to seeing you in the near future,

Alan Fausel, Executive Director, AKC Museum of the Dog
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DONATE TO AKC MoD!
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“Do your little bit of good where you are; it’s those little bits of good 
put together that overwhelm the world.”

-Desmond Tutu

It’s the little bits of good that make a difference. When you give a donation to the AKC Mu-
seum of the Dog, you become a part of what powers our work. Your gift adds to other gifts 

that, when brought together, fund great exhibits and programs for diverse groups of people 
who all love dogs!

Just think, if as few as 25% of our newsletter subscribers gave $25 each, that would double 
our programming budget for 2019! And, if each of those subscribers gave monthly, that 

would quadruple our programming budget!  Imagine what could be done with four times 
more funding. We could…

• Care for the collection and find more ways to bring it to communities around the country. 
• Have more events to educate children, families, artists, trainers, and medical personnel. 

• Welcome service dogs and personnel from the military and first responder 
communities to teach about service dogs.

YOU can give a little bit now and see BIG impact.  Consider donating today!

Contact donorrelations@akc.org 
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The AKC Museum of the Dog preserves, 
interprets and celebrates the role of dogs in society 

and educates the public about the human-canine bond 
through its collection of art and exhibits that inspire 

engagement with dogs.

Thank you for reading “Arty Says,” 
The AKC Museum of the Dog’s quarterly newsletter!

Our next issue will be the Summer 
newsletter coming July 2019

Contact the AKC Museum of the Dog:
info@museumofthedog.org
www.museumofthedog.org


