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Note From The Director

Dear Friends,

As the only art museum in the country exploring the deep bond 
between humans and their canine companions, the AKC Museum 
of the Dog’s mission encompasses a range of relationships – from 
working dogs and their handlers, to pets and their owners, to trainers 
and therapy dogs.

This fall we celebrate the many roles dogs play in our lives.

Recognizing one of the highest stakes attachments that exist between 
canines and humans, we recently paid tribute to our brave K9 Officers 
and Handlers.

A Note From The Director
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The September 29th salute to the United States Police Canine Association and the canine units 
of the NYPD and MTA was well attended by uniformed first responders, leadership from the AKC 
and the Museum, and philanthropic guests from throughout the region. 

Most importantly, these organizations are now permanently part of the fixture of the Museum, 
with plaques honoring each organization installed within the shelves in our popular library. 

Earlier in the month, the ties between every kind of breed and their owners were evident when 
over 250 dogs, (and their humans), participated in our first ever Paws on Parade. In partnership 
with NYC’s beloved Bryant Park, the Museum of the Dog welcomed excited parade participants 
with special parade registration packets. Thank you to Blue Buffalo for providing canine treats 
for what is sure to become an annual event in New York City.

Since the late 1800s when Florence Nightingale observed that pets help reduce anxiety and 
improve communication with patients, therapy dogs have provided affection, comfort, and 
support to people of all ages, in hospitals, retirement homes, schools, libraries, and hospices. 
The Museum applauds the many therapy dog organizations in the country and is working with 
NY Therapy Animals to present literacy building programs for young striving readers later this 
year. 

We rely on dogs for countless tasks. Their powerful noses find everything from bombs to 
lost children, to deadly bacteria and cancer. They provide comfort, companionship, and 
encouragement. And evident in our galleries, they have also offered endless inspiration to 
artists throughout the centuries.

Come visit soon and see for yourself. I think you will be inspired as well by these hard-working 
canines.

Warmly,

Deborah Kasindorf
Executive Director
AKC Museum of the Dog
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Paws on Parade

The MoD’s first-ever dog parade did not disappoint! On Saturday, September 24th, 
Bryant Park was full of wagging tails and happy humans. Over 200 dogs delighted 
onlookers with their furry faces and proud prances as they marched around the lawn 
all for the love of dogs. Presented in partnership with Bryant Park, Paws on Parade 
was a huge success and an event we hope to continue annually. Parade participants 
received a goodie bag with an AKC Museum of the Dog bandana, a free dog ticket to 
a future Furry Friday event, and a sample of treats courtesy of Blue Buffalo.
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Visitor Experience Team

The Visitor Experience (VX) team is the heartbeat here at The AKC Museum of 
the Dog. The first touchpoint our guests & Members have when they enter the 
Museum, the VX Team prides itself on providing a welcoming and informative 

experience for visitors of all ages!

Headed by Nick Popoli, the Manager of Visitor Experience, our small but mighty 
VX team currently consists of four team members. Alyssa Sheaffer is our longest 
tenured member of the team, joining the museum in the Summer of 2019, and 
although her childhood dog was a black lab and she loves all dogs, she hopes to 
own (or at least pet sit) for a Swedish Vallhund someday. Ayren Martin joined the 
team in September of 2021, and his favorite part of the day is when guests eagerly 
show off photos of their canine companions! Even though he has a cat at home, 
we don’t hold it against him because of how much he enjoys learning about our 
guests’ dogs. Elaine Albanese and Madeline Nickerson joined the team in February 
of 2022. Madeline is the proud owner of a Cavalier King Charles named Scotty 
(make sure to ask about him next time you visit!) and although Elaine’s companion 
has crossed the rainbow bridge, she carries a beautiful tribute to them every day 

on her arm.

Our team looks forward to hearing all about you and your companions on your 
next visit to The AKC Museum of the Dog!

(Left to Right: Alyssa Sheaffer, Elaine Albanese, Madeline Nickerson, Ayren Martin)
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White Light a Masterpiece by Maud Earl Uncovered

Maud Earl - White Light (No 2)
Image courtesy of Bonhams

Every once in a while, a painting appears on the art market that checks all the 
boxes. In terms of artist, patron, dog, painting, history and condition. Maud Earl’s 
White Light (no.2) is one such painting. It was recently offered at Bonhams auction 
house in London with the Contents of Kinsham Court. This tremendous work by 
Maud Earl has been essentially unknown and unseen by the public for a century. 
Through the generosity of the museum’s longest serving board member, Gayle 
Bontecou, the museum was able to acquire the painting and we expect to hang it 
on our walls by mid-November. The following are the “boxes” this painting checks 
and why we are so excited to have this new acquisition for the museum.

The Artist

Maud Earl (1863-1943) is certainly one of the finest canine artists who ever took 
brush to hand. The museum and the collection of the American Kennel Club 
possess dozens of her canvases and over 50 prints.Her own pedigree includes her 
father George and uncle Thomas who were noted Victorian dog painters. By 1910, 
about the time White Light was painted, she was at the height of her powers with 
her legacy surpassing those of her elders. 

By: Alan Fausel 
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Her series of paintings British Hounds and Gun Dogs, 1902 and Terriers and Toys 1903 
of noted dogs from prominent owners and breeders, had been reproduced in popular 
limited-edition portfolios and her book featuring her illustrations The Power of the Dog 
was coming to press. Her reputation was built on her accuracy in depicting important 
dogs and her consummate knowledge of dog anatomy. 

The Patron

William Arkwright was one of the 
acknowledged authorities of the Pointer 
having published the seminal work The 
Pointer and his Predecessors in 1902. 
He was the great-grandson of Richard 
Arkwright, a pioneer in the Industrial 
Revolution in England a century earlier. At 
the time of this painting William Arkwright 
and Maud Earl had known each other 
for many years. His Pointers Seabreeze 
and Seashore were painted by Earl and 
reproduced in her portfolio British Hounds 
and Gun Dogs. 
 

Arkwright’s precocious presence in the dog world can be seen in his inclusion in Maud’s 
father George’s work, A Field Trial at Bala.

Maud Earl, Day-Dreams

George Earl, A Field Trial at Bala
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He is included among the 85 owners, breeders and breakers in the massive work on 
display at the museum. Though not the largest figure in the composition, the elder Earl 
chose to place the young Arkwright’s portrait –he was then in his early 20s- in the exact 
center of the painting. If one were to run a line bisecting the horizontal and vertical 
dimensions of the painting they would meet at the head of William Arkwright. 

The Dog

Knowing the identity of the sitter in all portraits of human or canine is key. Sadly, over the 
years, lack of record keeping, changing of hands, and loss of generational knowledge, 
many portraits lose their identity and become orphans leaving us to speculate as to 
who they might be. Fortunately, in this case, the artist has not only signed her work 
but inscribed it as well on the reverse of the canvas with the dog’s name. Due to his 
prominence in the sport, any Pointer associated with Arkwright deserves special 
attention. White Light was whelped in 1906 and according to him she was “the most 
perfectly shaped Pointer he has ever seen.”

The Painting

At first blush, the composition of White Light is a traditional portrait of the dog. It is in 
a “stacked “posture, presented parallel to the picture plane in the middle of the canvas. 
In the hands of a lesser artist, this arrangement could easily fall into the category 
of pedestrian, but Maud employs a number of techniques to make it a compelling 
composition. First and foremost, the painting is large. At almost five feet it lends a 
commanding presence to any room. She then isolates the subject on a bare stretch of 
seacoast, perhaps in Norfolk or Northumberland.



This allows the viewer to focus on her rendition of the profile of the dog rather than having 
it lost in a tangle of brush and trees. Here her mastery of anatomy and vigorous brushwork 
bring dog to life. Every muscle and sinew of the White Light’s flanks and forelegs are 
articulated, while the backline, neck and profile of the head are above the horizon and set 
against the sky. 

Beyond the magisterial rendering of the Pointer, faced with a large expanse of empty 
canvas above the sky, she harkens back to the work of England’s greatest landscape painter, 
John Constable known for his relentless studies of clouds and weather conditions. In his 
words, “It will be difficult to name a class of landscape in which the sky is not the key-
note, the standard of scale, and the chief organ of sentiment.”  Her turbulent autumnal sky 
enlivens the painting and adds atmosphere to the scene, yet does not distract the viewer 
from the subject

The History

Though the direct chain of ownership of White Light is not clear, it eventually ended 
up at Kinsham Court in Herefordshire. The property, along the river Lugg and near the 
Welsh border, has remained in the hands of the related Evelyn and Arkwright families for 
nearly two centuries. The house was famously occupied by Lord Byron for six months in 
1813 and served as a childhood home for Florence Nightingale. William Arkwright died in 
1925 without issue and the painting likely went to his nephew John Arkwright and thence by 
decent to subsequent members of the Arkwright and Evelyn families. 

The Condition

The painting is in remarkably pristine condition, likely due to the fact that it has remained 
in the same family for over 100 years. It has escaped the ravages of inadvertent tears 
sustained during frequent moves and the undue attentions of overzealous cleaning staffs. 
Also, by not being in the art market it has neither been subjected to the meddling hands 
of dealers and restorers who may have sought to improve its appearance. The surface of 
the painting shows only a minimal accumulation of dirt nor is there any annoying yellowed 
varnish to contend with.  It is ready to hang on the wall when it arrives. 

The only question that remains is, if the painting is White Light (no.2), where is (no. 1)?
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Smithsonian Museum Day

On September 17, 2022 the AKC Museum of the Dog participated in “America’s 
Annual Celebration of Boundless Curiosity” with the Smithsonian Magazine’s 
Museum Day 2022. Museum Day represents a national commitment to access, 
equality and inclusion.

Museum Day goes beyond getting visitors through museum doors — it acts as a 
springboard to empower and help advance the hopes and ambitions of the public, 
particularly school-aged children and those in underrepresented communities.

The AKC Museum of the Dog was proud to welcome over 1,000 visitors through 
our doors as part of this special day. The buzz throughout the day at the Museum 
never died down and has already resulted in return visits and new Members to the 
Museum, with many more on the horizon!
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PIX 11

Join AKC MoD Executive Director Deborah Kasindorf as she shows PIX 11 around 
the museum for a sponsored segment.

Howl-O-Ween

Howl-O-Ween at the AKC MoD: On Sunday, 
October 23rd, the Museum celebrated Howl-O-
Ween an event dedicated to dogs and autumn. 
Artist Brent Heuser (@brentpumpkins) carved 

dog portraits into two pumpkins live in the 
Library, while attendees were able to mimic the 
artistry on scratch art pumpkins and practice 
creating visuals through a process of removal. 

The subjects of the pumpkin portraits (@
sincerelybennett and @Franklin_Corgi_NYC) 

were present throughout the event and showed 
off their best tricks and art appreciation.

Other activities included mask making, guess 
the number of treats, and a raffle for tickets to 

The Play That Goes Wrong.

https://pix11.com/pix11-partner-sponsored/enter-to-win-the-akc-museum-of-the-dog-giveaway/#//
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One of the benefits of leading this outstanding Museum, is the opportunity to 
partner with other exceptional institutions.

Case in point, my recent travels to the heart of Virginia’s beautiful horse country, 
to attend the preview of the National Sporting Library & Museum’s (NSLM) newest 

exhibition: Identity and Restraint – The Art of the Dog Collar.

While any trip to this lovely part of Virginia would be a treat, this was a special 
event as this innovative traveling exhibit was created in partnership with the AKC 

Museum of the Dog.  The result of this collaboration is a highly engaging show 
developed to create an understanding of the dog collar as both art and object. 

With over 40 spectacular paintings complemented with objects from the largest 
publicly held collection of dog collars in the country, the show depicts how collar 
design changed over the years in relation to different dog breeds and their uses.

Happily, for our visitors and Members, the next stop on this exhibit’s schedule is the 
AKC Museum of the Dog, coming to New York, Spring 2023. 

Spring 2023

Deborah Kasindorf (Executive Director) and Elizabeth von Hassell (Executive Director - National Sporting Library & 
Museum)

Photography by Nancy Milburn Kleck



Arthur Wardle’s Terriers and Butterflies is a piece that I visit often when I’m in the 
museum. The perfectly depicted palettes, the moving suspension of the jumping dog 
between itself and the butterflies, and the joy captivated on the face of the dog in the 

rear remind me every time I admire it of the potential magic that can derive from patient 
hands and oil paint.

- Almerry Martins
Digital Media Manager

Arthur Wardle, Terriers and Butterflies

Staff Pick


